DIARY OF A DIFFICULT ADOPTION • INSIDE A JAPANESE BATHHOUSE 




SATURDAY NIGHT 



Call it callousness, call 
it reprisal, call it a policy of 
hostile neglect: a million 
Germans taken prisoner by 
Eisenhower's armies died in 
captivity after the surrender 



THE LAST 
DIRTY SECRET 

OF WORLD 
WAR TWO 



h the spring of 1945, Adolf Hitter** 
Third Reich was on the brink of col- 
lapse ground between tf?e Red Army, 
advancing westward towards Beriin M 
and the Am&rfcant British > and Cana- 
dian atytties, under the overall com- 
mand of General Dwight Eisenhower, 
moping castit/ard over the Rhine. Since 
tf?e D-D&y tendings its Normandy the 
previous June, the western Allies had 
won back France and the Low Couth 
tries* and some Wehrmachi comman- 
ders were already trying to negotiate 
heat surrenders. Other units, though, 
continued to obey Hitler's orders to 
fight to the fast. man. Most systems, 
including transport, had broken down, 
and civilians in panic /light from the 
advancing Russians roamed at large. 



^■jj ungry and Fri^h tun^d T I r5j=, i rj grain fidds within fifty fcecof 
□ us* awaiting the appropriate time to jump tip with their 
hands in the air 11 : chat's how Capcain H.F. McCu Hough of ihe 2nd 
Anti-Tan k Regiment of the 2nd Canadian Division deserihed the 
diaos of the Ge nn an surrende r ac che end of die Second Wo fid Wa r, 
In a day and * lt&lf T according to Field Marshal Bernard Mont- 
gomery, 500,000 Germans surrendered co his 2 1st Army Croup in 
northern Germany. Soon after V-E Day — May fi h 1945 - the 
British- Canadian earch totalled mare than 2-million, Virtually 
noilii ng abou c iheir treat m em su w ives i o (he Arch i ve s j n Otta w a or 
LoEidon 3 but some skimpy evidence from the International Corny 
Ttuttee of the Red Cross > the armies concerned y and the prisoners 
theinsd vei ind Seated that aJ most a 11 cod tinned in fai r h e a Lth . In a ny 
case, most were quicidy released and sent hoime^ orelse Eransferred 
to rhe French co help n) the posi war wort of reconstruction. (The 
French army had itself taken fewer than 300 T 0(}(} prisoners.) 



BY JAMES B AC QUE 



SftUrrday Nighl/sillTl^lStliK cyS?t 31 



Li ike the British and Canadians* the 
Amen cans suddenly faced astounding 
mi mber?; pf surrendering German troops: 
the final tally of prisoners tnken by the U .S r 
army id I -u rope (excluding Italy and North 
Africa} was 5, 2 J- mil tin n. But the Ameri* 
cans responded very differently. 

Among the early U.S. captives was one 
Corporal Helmut LLcbicU, who had been 
working in :m :mt]- aircraft experimental 
group a t Fccnemu od<£ 0 n the Ba Itic . I -i^b icb 
was captured by thui A merle ;m son April 17 * 



near Goth a in central. Germany. Forty-two 
years fcater> lie recalled vividiy that there 
were no tents in the Gotrus carap> iust 
barbed- wire fences around a field soon 
churned to mud. The prisoners reecn-ed a 
small ration of food on the first day but it 
was then cut in half. In order to get it, they 
were forced to run a gauntlet. Hunched 
over, they ran between lines of American 
gua^s who hit them with sticks ns they 
scurried towards their food. On April 27, 
they were transfctred to the U.S. camp at 



Heidesheini farther west, where there was 
no food at ail for days, then' very little. 
Exposed, starved, and thirty, the men 
storied to die, Liebieh saw between ten and 
thirty bodies a day being dragged out of his 
section , B s which at first held around 5,200 
men. Me saw one prisoner heat another to 
death to j^ut his iittle piece of bread. One 
nighty when it mined + Licbicli saw the sides 
of the holes in which they were sheltered, 
dug in soft sandy earth, collapse on men 
who were too weak to struggle out. They 
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smothered before a nyo ne co ul d get 1 0 1 hen i . 
Liebich satduwii ftfrd wept, l4 I could hardly 
believe men ton id be so cruel to each other" 
Typhus broke our in Heldesheim about 
the beginning of M.iy. Five days after V'-E 
Day n on May 1 3> 3 .iebseh was transferred to 
Another U.S. POW camp, at 11 i n ge n u 
ftudcshcuu' in the Rhine! and near Bud 
Kreuznachj where he was told thar the 
prisoners numbered somewhere between 
200,000 and 400,000, all without shelter, 
food, wutu", medicine, or sufficient space, 



Soon he fell sick with dysentery and ty- 
phus. He was moved again, sfrmiconsiious 
and delirious, in Jin open -topped railway 
e;a r wi i h a t^H ] uf s i x ty odi er prisoners ; north - 
west down the Rhine, with a detour 
through Holland, where the Dutch stood 
on bridges to smash stones down on the 
heads nf the prisoners. Sometimes the 
American guards fired wa tiling shots near 
the Patch to keep them off. Sometimes not. 
After three nights., his fellow prisoners 
helped him snigger into tin: huge eamp at 



Rheinberg, near the border with the 
N l:1 licrl ;n u I S, aj ■ ;i i n w i th OU t sh el ter or food . 

When a little food finally did arrive, it 
was rotten. In none of the four camps had 
Liebich seen any shelter For the prisoners. 
T he death ra te i n the U ;S \ llh i nei a n d cam ps 
At this point, according to surviving data 

A Gtirrmm nowapuper, Rh&Jn-Zaitung T 
rms kluntifiad this uncapt toned U.S. 
Army photograph of 0«rntAn POWtt its: 
camp nt Shik)g-fttiiriftg6n r *prln§5 r 1945 




photograph UrS. A rtny Archie 
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from medical s arvey,. was about thirty per 
cent per year. A nomul deadi race for a 
civilian population in 1&4 5 was between 
one and lwg per cent. 

On.e day i ei June, through tJie hullu^iciM- 
cLona of his fever, Uebich saw "die Tum- 
mies" coining into the camp- The British 
bud taken over Rbdnbcrgj and i hnt proba- 
bly saved his life. Ac this point* Uebi-ch, 
who is fivc-fooc-ieo, weighed 96 .4! pounds. 

According to scoria told to this day by 
other ex-pr i soners o f R hei n berg 7 the last act 
of the Americans before the British cook 
over the camp was to bulldog one.^ecuon 

Eisenhower 

himself signed the 
request to create 
a prisoner category 
not covered by the 
geneva convention 

leve I w h i it 1 1 icm were still] iv i n J4 n ien i n t hei r 
holes in the ground. 

1 J ndc r th c Genev a Co o v u it i t m 1 th ree i m- 
poPCjmt rights arc guaranteed prisoners of 
war- th;n Lliuy will be led and sheltered io 
the -SJt me sta nda rd a s b: i or da pot tru o ps o f 
the Cnp Luring [ J owet^ thru they can send 
:u i sJ receive mail; nnd that they will be 
vi.silud by du legates (>[ the International 
Committee of ihe Red Cross (ECRU) why 
will report in setter on their treatment to a 
P rotecti ng l*o we r . (In the ease of Gern i a ny 5 
HE thej^mirniueiudisi mediated in the clos- 
ing stages of the wn.d Switzerland had been 
designated die proleaing power-) 

In fact , German prisoner* lilken by ihe 
LNii. Army :.ir die end ■ ■ f die .Second World 
War were denied cli ujsc ;md most other 
rights by n series of specific decision* and 
directives Ntcstai itiitig mainly from 
Army hendcinaners ;u SUA IT — Supreme 
1 1 uhk|u a rte i'Kj Alliu^t liae p edi tit >i i a ry 1 ''o ret; , 
General D wight Eisenhower was both 
supreme eon nn:i tide r of Sf IA1-T - nil die 
Allied armies in nordiwescern I '"u rope - 



and the commanding general of the U.S. 
forces in die European rbcatre. lie wns 
sub jeer to the Combined Chiefs of Staff 
(CCS) of Britain and the U.S., to die U.S. 
Joint Chiefs of Staff (jesj, and to the policy 
of ihe U.i, government^ bnrin die absence 
of explicit directives - to die contrary or 
otherwise — u lei mate responsibility for die 
treatment of the German prisoners in 
American htmds lies with him, 

"God » I hate the Germans" Eisenhower 
wrote LO his wife, Mamie h in September, 
L 9 44 . Km rl ie r ? i n f to at o f t he 13 ri tis3i ;m i h^ m ■ 
mi dor to Vt J Mshii"igcon h lit: had said that all 
the 3, 500 or officers of the Cetmnn. 
G^aiera I Sta Ff s ho n I d be * "ex to fin i n aced 7 

In March, l?4Ji J message to the Com- 
bi ned Ch i c fa of S taff si^ ned a i id Lni l ial led by 
Eisenhower reconTinended creating ;3 jiew 
clasi of piH sonars - Disarmed Bdemy 
Forces, or ]')KFs — who,, unlike Ceneva-de- 
fiued prisoriers oF w^l^ would not be fed by 
the army after the Suf render of Germany. 
Th is wo ul d be a direct b reach of th e G ene va 
(Jynventcon. The mes^nge, dated Mrireh 
I0» HT^iics in part; 'The additional mainte- 
nance ec-nnninnunL ejitailed by deeJ^riug 
The German Amaed Forces priosners [sicj of 
w.ir which would necessitate the provision 
of til dons on a scale equal to that of base 
troops would prove far beyond the iMpacitp 
of the AH ie^ even if all'.G eum an soTirces wen: 
tapped . w It endiiE '^Yoiir apj?rc?vaJ is re- 
quested. Exktinfspbr^hjvebeen prepared 
ii]>on this basis 

On Api'il 26, 194.5 ¥ the Comb i ned Chiefs 
iipprovu^L ihe DEF status for pfiaujWH of 
wur in American h;ind.s only: the ikiti^h 
members had refused io adopt the A meri- 
ts) Ei p I a ji I or thei r o w n p r i ao i sets - The Co i n - 
bined Chiefs stipulated that the status of 
dinarmed Gerninn iroopa be kept secret, 

By th;.iC til m:, Ivi.serlho wer's i]HjirLermas- 

tcr general at M-lAEi-', CeneraJ Robert Lst- 
tlejoln^ had already twice reduced rations 
to prisoners and :l SI IAE] : iTiessa^e signed 
"Eisenliower" h:id imported to General 
George Marshall, the U.S. Awy chief of 
staff n ihisi tIlc prisoner pens would provide 
LH no shelter or i^ther eo ml orti;- . . 

The problem was no I supplies. "There 
was more thnn enough materiel stockpiled 
in linrope L'ij eon^iruct prison -en cup faeili j 
Lies. I: isen bower's special assistant n Ceil- 
ei'al Everett HughcSj had visited the huge 
H-upply dniupsai Nnples and M.arsgillu and 
reported: "More stocks thnn we can ever 
uw. Streceh m far ns eye enn Jiee. 1 " l : ood 
should not have been n problem, either. En 
the U.S., wheat and corn surpluses were 
higher than I he y had ever been, and tin: re 
was a record crop of poUttoea. The army 
itself had so much Foot I in reserve thnt when 



a whole wrm: houseful was clroppe^l fro]0 
the supply Hsts by incident in Enjjhind it 
not noticed for three months. In addi- 
tion, The International CoimniTree of the 
Red Cross h[Ld over 1 00 a 000 tons of food in 
storage in Switzerland. When it tried to 
send two train loads of this to the American 
sector of Germany, US'. Army officers 
turned the trains back, saying their ware- 
ho u^es were u I re i-a-d >■ overflowing w i th I CRC 
Food which they hud never distributed. 

Nonetheless it witt through the supply 
side that The policy of dep rival ion was car- 
ried out. Waier^ food, tent*, space > 
jncdicijie - evervThing necessary for rlu: 
prisoners was kept fatally stnree- Camp 
Rheinberg, where Corporal Licbich would 
Fetch up in mid-May, shivering with dysen- 
tery and typhus, had no food at all when it 
wna opened on April 17. As in th*: other big 
L, Rhine meadow" camp*! opened by the 
Ajnericans in mid-Apri^ there were oo 
iiLaiard towers, tents, bull dings s cooking f^~ 
t:iliiies> w^ter^ latrines, or Fond. 

George Weiss ^ a tnnk rep:.iir]rj;an who 
no w lives in Toronto, recalls of his Camp on 
the Rhine: L 1 A 1 1 night we had to ait up 
jammed against e:aeh other. Euttlie lack of 
water was the worst thing of alh For three 
and :.i half days, we had no water at all. We 
would drink our own urine, . . 

Private He i m T { h is s u r name is withheld 
at his request) bad jusr turned eighteen in 
hospitnl when the American* walked into 
his ward on Apnl IS. He and -a LI fellow 
patients were taken out to the: enmp nt Had 
Kreuxnnth In the Rhtneland, which already 
held Severn I hundred thousand prisoner*. 
Heinz wns wearing only n pair of shorts^ 
shoes h ajid a shirt, 

J lein* wns fnr from the youngest in Llie 
eamp, wtiich nho held thonsajids of dis- 
placed German civilians. There were chil- 
c I run as you ng as $ Ix a m on y l he p r i s<j ncrs, as 
well nn pregnant women, an^l men over 
sitfty. At the beginnings when trees still 
grew in the camp, some men managed to cut 
0 f f 1 in ibs to bui I d a fi r e- T he gu ard s ordered 
the fire put out- En many of the enclosures^ 
it Wiis forbidden to dig holes in the ground 
for sheltej-. "At I we had i:o eat was grass," 
Hein^ j'emembei'A, 

Charles won Luttichau was eonvnlescinji 
a l home when he decided lo surrender vol- 
untarily Lo U.S. troops about to occupy his 
house. He was taken to Camp Knpp f on the 
Rhine near Remagcn- 

M We were kept in ernwded barbed-wire 
ea^ew in the c?pen with scarcely any food," 

Th4 POW flJimim clunturod Jill tliu 
Rhhiu mark thP final wijcc^hqTuI AIUM 
thriifft Euto Ciarmflny- Thfi U.S. Army 
officii! lip took S.lS-mllllpn prisoners 
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MAIN ALLIED CAMPS 
IN FRANCE AND BELGIUM 



MAIN ALLIED CAMPS 
IN GERMANY 



1 Barlin 


13 htunLrmiilLMlaY 


25 Gurs 


37 Vilry-lc-FroiicoiE 


1 Biib r i:rii;li 


13 JlutflCukuillt 


2b LaiuWwc 




11 Amhfllsf! 


Mi l.ns au=ulua-Pur5L-L 


3d Slu.-Meuuhuuld 


? Rhcinh^.T] 


14 Einheslinini 


26 PldiiFyu 


3 Altichy 




V Cairns 


MnUin 




35 Bnii KrmiTridrh 


2/ ESiibmihuusuii- 


■1 ChurLoury 


16 SuUl-JL 


23 LeWemcl U'Arie(j[> 


■lUEriimnlh 


4 Kfiln 


3B ^nnnl-cim 


2ft Bnd Aihlir.il 


Ei HnltH BasB 


1? St.Mudurifuri-J-jlluii 


23 Riwrcalltt 




!:■ Ftiiinu^Jii 


17 Vfruburij 




Q fllnnwn 


IB linrrnipnHn 


HI Marsi-illu 


-12 Sarrulbu 




IbHuilbuun 


3CJ- MLipstcr 


7 RciiilK 


19 Andnrnos 


31 Anii^n n n 


■13 Ovnrijschn 


7 Brnttpnlinim 


I!) NnulJIm 


31 Dr£iiit;ii 


3 Evrnn 


2D DKipfiagiin 


3^ M^illioiisL> & Sl.-luuis 


■=1-1 Hull 


B Al'-jdernnnh 


?\) Bnrrjflii 


32 Aurich 


9 Cliun'i|MJL|nA 




33 Colr^nr 


■15 Slnnav 


9 EudDslidm 






1C1 ttrluuns 


22 Liibjnhuyre 


34 LyuijiCS 


45Eibiscul 


10 Srcrslislin 


21 f\v\\v:\z\iu\\\ 




1 1 7hor(eln5-RTrn 


Z!5 tinglnsc 


'-In UriciniEj-lu-ChuiHiU 


Al Mails 


1 1 Hinr^n Lkuturshuiin 


2l\ flun.ftwrci 




1? Mulsnnnr? 


VA Bnynnnn-BGyris 


,1(iMuillvlij-Cai!f]|J 


4U Ortw\A 


12 Inyehuiin 


?A 0-nnhrnj 
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lit: rutin 11 i;d recently, "More than half the 
days we had im food at all. Or] the rest, wt 
got a little K radon. I could see From the 
package that they were giving us one-ten th 
of the rations that they Issued to their uwn 
men. . . , I complained to the American 
camp commander that he was breaking die 
Geneva Convention, hue he just said, 'For- 
get th c Coci v cm jo ji L You h a ven ' t any rights / 
'The latrines were fuse lo^s fhmg Aver 
duehes next to tb<^ barbed- wire fences. Bc« 
cau of illness, the m^n had to defecate on 
the ftroiiiuL Soon, mimy of us were too 
weak to take nff our Trousers FLr^L . So our 




ORK CREWS 
REMOVED DOG TAGS, 
STRIPPED THE BODIES, 
AND STACKED THEM IN 
LAYERS INTERBEDDED 
WITH QUICKLIME 



clothing was infected, and so was the mud 
where we had to walk :ieid sit and lie down. 
In these conditions, our cuen very soon 
started to die Within a few duy*, some of 
the men who had gone healthy into the 
eanij> were dead, I saw our men dragging 
Tci si n y hod ics to the gstte of l1 mC ca mp , wh e re 
they were thrown loose on lop of each othur 
onto CTLit:ks:, which cook rhum :hV;Sj r " 

Von Luttichau's mother was American 
and he later emigrated to Washington, 
D.C., where he been me a hi dorian and 
wrote a military history for the U.S. Army, 
He was in the Kripp camp for about three 
months, 

Wolfgang [ff 1 who was imprisoned at 
Rlieinht:r» and si ill lives in Germany, re- 
ports chat, in his subsection of perhaps 
10,000 prisoners, thircy to forty bodies 
were dragged out every day. A member of 
the burial work party, Iff says he helped 
haul the dead from his cage out to the 3^ te of 
rhi; csunp, where the bodies were carried by 
wheelbarrow to several bi^ steel garages. 
There Iff and his Learn snipped the corpses 



of clothhig, snapped oFf half of each alu- 
minum dog tag, spread the bodies in layers 
of fifteen co twenty, with ten shovelfuls of 
quicklime over each layer till Lhey were 
stacked a metre high, placed the personal 
effects in a bag for the Amenta us, then Left. 
Some of the corpses were dead of gangrene 
following frostbite. (It was an unusually 
wet, eold -^pi'ing.) A do*r:n or more others 
h ad grown too we ak to el i n g To th e log f I li n g 
across che ditch for a latrine, and luad fallen 
off and drowned. 

The conditions in the American win [is 
along the Rhine in late April were observed 
hy two colonel* in the U.i, Army Medical 
Corps, James Mason and Charles Reasley, 
who described ihem in :a papci published in 
1950- "Huddled close together for 
warmth . behind Lhe barbed win: was a most 
awesome sight - nearly 100,000 haggard, 
apaibetic, dirty, i;aunt ? blank-staring men 
clad in dirty field grey uniforms, and stand- 
ing aukle-duep in mud. , . . The German 
Division CEnnmander repurtud that ch<i 
men had not catm for at least two days, and 
the i > rov i sion o f wai ei was a ma j or p roblem 
- yet only 200 yard.s ;tway was the River 
R h i n e ui n n i ag ba nkful I .* 1 

o n M a v , 1 9-1 5 , the fi rsi C e r man pris- 
oners of war in U -S- hands were transferred 
to DEF status. The same day, the U-S- War 
Department banned mail to or fmm rhe 
prison li's, {When the huernationnl Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross suggested a ptan for 
restoring mail in July, it was rejecied.) 

O n M a y A , V- E D ay, th e Germ a n go ver n- 
nienr was abolished and, shTuiltaaeously. 
the: U.i. Scute Depart]oent dismissed 
Swiiv.erlajul as the protecting power for the 
Cennan prisoner^. (Prime Minister 
Maekei L/.ie K i ei g o f C a n n d : i pr l j icsied 10 1 he 
Foreign Office in London th^ parallel re- 
moval of die Swiss as protecting power in 
tir i i is h- Canadian camps, Ihm was 
squeltihtd for his pains. ) With rhisdone, the 
State IJup-irtmciiT informed ihe Litero-i- 
tional CommiLtee of the lU L d Cross that h 
since there was no protecting power to 
repon io. There wns no longer any point in 
visit in u tlie camps. 

From then [>n , pristniers heli! by the LLS, 
Army had no access to any impartial ob- 
server, nor could they receive food parcels, 
elo tiling medicines from any relief 
agency N or letters from their kin. 

General Ceorge Patton's US. Third 
Army was the only army in the whole Eu- 
ropean th^nre to free significant numbers 
of captives during May, saving many of 
tbem from probable death. Both Omar 
11 tad I uy and Gen c ral J . C , H . I .ee n Com in an- 
cle r Communications Zone (Cons Zj Eu- 
rope, ordered n release of prisoners within 




a week of the war's tind, 
hut a 5HA[ : :F order signed 
^Eisenhower'* eonnter- 
m a iidcd them on May 15. 

That sa]iie day, accord- 
iug to a cuin Lite of thwr 
Euceiiiig, General Eisen- 
hower and Prime Minister 
Churchill talked about re- 
ductng prisoner rationS- 
Churchilt asked for an 
a r^ment on the scale of 
rations for prisoners, be- 
cause he w-mdd soon h^ve 
lo announce cuts in the 
HriLish ment ration and 
wantud iu make sure tSiac 
the prisoiiLir^ "as far as pos- 
sible . . , should be fed on 
those supplies which ^ve 
toid^l best spare:."' Eisen- 
hower replied that he had 
already "given the mutter 
considerable attention 
lu]L was planning to rc-ex- 
aniine Lhe wholu dung to 
see ""whether or not n fur- 
rher reductio]i was possi- 
ble" He told Churchill that 
POWs had I>t--en gettiru; 
Z ? 200 calories a day. (The 
U.S. Army Medical Corps 
considered 2,'J 50 an abso- 
lute mini mum subsi^Lence 
Level for sedentary ndulis 
living under shelter U.S. 
iroops were issued 4 h 00() 
calories a day.) What he 
did not tell Churchill was 
chat the army was not feed- 
ing thjj DEFs at alL or was 
feeding them far less th:.ui 
those who still enjoyed 
[] r i so ncr- of- wsjr status. 

Rut ions were reduced 
again won after ihis: a direct cut was 
recorded in the Quarterns aster Repon s. 
Hue indirect cuts were takiEig place as well - 
One was the effect of extraordinary gaps 
between prisoner streEigth as given on the 
ration ti*t* and official 4 'on hand" counts, 
and betwueEi the on-hard conms and rhe 
actual number of prisoners in the camps. 

The meticulous General Lee gr^w so 
worried about the ;|iscre]>aacies that he 
fired off a challenging cable from his head- 
quarters in Paris to Si [AH K head quarters in 
Fran kf um 

'This [ leiLdquarters is having consider- 
:=hlu difficulty in establishing adequate ba- 
sis for requisitioning r;Ltions lor pri^OEiers 
of war curremly held irt Theaier, ... In 
response to inquiries from this Headquar- 
ters-- . . several varying statenL^EUS of ]iti m- 
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bcr of prisoners Md b Theater have been 

published by SI- 1 Mi l^ 1 * 

M e then cites th e 1 a leni 5 H A 1 '. I ■ ?>ca lament : 
"CabJe - . . dau:d .'J I May suites 

disarmed <. i c r iti : i ei foixe* on hand, fiesc 
Ll vni J ;i bl c f i m i rom : 1 1 ch is Hen dqu-iir I-ljj-w s I ko w 
prison urs of war m Com Z 5 !0,Vf{0, iti t jam 
2 transient enclosures [ ,002,^22 tthd in 
Twelfth Army ( IP 965 J 3. 5 ^ mukiiift it tout! 
of 2, 37^3 37 and cm uddicicjva] 1,000,™ 
disarmed German forces Germany and 

The situation was rtsmimdiu^: [.ee wan 
reporting it million more itk:n io the U.S. 
Army camps hi Europe thim SHAiiFsuid it 
liad on iKs boots- Bin he was winding with 
r!i e w i nd : he 1 iad to base Jii s i ss Lie q f ft i nd oil 
lJu: iniruhtr of prisoners on h:md supplied 



io Idjo by SHAJiFG-3 (Operations). 

Given the getteral turmoil > f^cnitttiftg 
a Ail inaccurate i;tllk:s were probably in- 
evitable, but more: thm 1-millioji cap Lives 
ean actually be seen disappearing berwuen 
twti reports of die Then cur Provost Mar- 
sluiL issued on tbc; same day, June 2. Tile 
hist in a scriusof daily ruporrs from the TPM 
lopss 2,S7Q,4()0 ]>QWs on hnnd at June 2. 
The fii'Hc rcipori of the new weekly series Y 
dau:d the same day, stays di:ii thuru arc only 
I .H.'ift.UfJf) on bnruL Al om: point in i.be 
mUklleoFJ tine p the prisoner strength on Lbe 
i ion list was shown "1,4 2.1,559 > while 
osi T-ue's and other evidence there were 
probably almost three Li cues thai mutihur, 

Spending the rations lb inner w;ts one 
way to guarantee starvation, A noil Let" was 
LLtieonip]i*hed by some arrange army book- 



it wji* U.S. Army policy to provide "no 
shelter or othur comforts^ In the prl«- 
unci' en^loGur^s: the men llv^f En hole* 
In the earth which ttmy chitf; ttH.anic.i<!il Vf.M.L 

keepiitH d wing Juni! nnd July. A million 
prisoners who had beun receiving ai lea,si 
some food becnusu of their nominal PQW 
sLllius lost ihdr right's and their food when 
ilw.y were secret J y transferred to fhu E">F l ? 
s ta til s- Til e sh i ft n uide del tber a ceJ ycy&t 
mtmy weeks n wkhnareful attention paid ttj 
i imi i ] L a cjiii ng p\ at i sihle b a la ikcs i li SH A EFs 
weukJy POW and DJEii- reports (The dis- 
crepaney betweeci those M shifii:d" front 
t J OW fitarnn ^iiLj'ing i lie period from j Line ^ 
to July 28 and chwc -m«IvkI- in die DEI ; 
fstJitLiss is only 0.4;i per tent.) The j-eclawifi* 
e;i[ioiMO I )]■!]■ did not require iLiiy 1 ra n«fer 
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of Enen :o new camps, or involve any d£w 
oriianijc.:ji:L(Hi lo get German civilian sup- 
plic& to them, "L "hi: en cn suiyed wlierc they 
were. Ail that happened w:is iLil, by Ehe 
clatter of a typewriter, their skimpy bit of 
LL5- Ario y food stopped. 

"I hc effect of :i policy arranged through 
accountancy and conveyed by whiks and 
nods - without written orders — was fti'sc 
to mystify, then lo frustrate, then to exhaust 
eheiDidtJIc-nirjk officers who were respon- 
sible For E'OWs. A eolonel i ei the Quarter- 
master Sect io 11 of i lie adva nee U . S , f i jib r i ] i » 
ii pits wrote a pei^nalplea co Quartermas- 
ter General Robert J .ittkjohn as early as 
April 27: "Aside From the 750 totts received 
from Fafceccirh Arm/,, no subsistence hju 
bc:en received nor do 1 expect any, Whai 
desirable Class It :md [V f rat ion si we have 
received h^y been entirely :U the Sufferance 
of rhe Armies, upon personal appeal and 
lutf been Eiisignificaut in tela Irion to die 
decnmtd* which an: bei rig put upon its by the 
infill k of prisoners of w;ir. lh 

Humours of conditions in die camps ran 
through die U.S. army, ^Hrj^ those camps 
were b ad jic we " s-li Ed Ben cd i ct K . / n b ri sl 7 a 
technical scrgeanr En tlie Medial I Corps. 
,l Wt wiire warned to sra^ lis Jar away as we 
could." hi May and e;arly"June.of 1945 , a 
team oF U.S. Army Medic-nl Corps doctors 
did survey some of the fth incised CMEnps, 
holding just over 80,000 German PO Ws. 
Its reporL is missing from the appropriate 
section of tlit K r ;itioiml Archives in Wash- 
in^ton, bul two stianidnry sources iu pro- 
duce some of the findings. Th L : ihree main 
killers were diarrhoea and dysentery 
Orbited as one category), cardiac disease, 
r ji: I ]■?] i l: i l 1 1 n j i l i : i . ft li l n ^ l ra ini ng m ed ica I ter- 
mmulujjy, ihedoeiorsi -dsn recorded dcarhs 
from % l c m aci ado ; i n d 1 K h !H i stio n ; % An d 
their data revealed death rates eijjhiy ihiies 
as high an any peacetime norm. 

Only 9.7 per cenr eo I ifccvii per cento I i he 
prisoners h:itl died uf causes clearly associ- 
ated with lack of food, audi ;ls emaciation 
and dehydration, and ^u^hauKCi^n. 1 * But 
die other diseases, directly attributable to 
exposure, overcrowding, filch, and lack "f 
sri i] i ta ti c m h were undouhi ed I y e \ace r ha ted 
by starvation. As rhe reporr noted, "^Etfpo- 
slj re , o ^ere ro wd i n g o f pe ns an d I a c k o f lo* id 
and suaiiuary F:it:itiL!^S all co in rib li red to 
ihese excessive Ideutli! ritte^. 7 " The data, ii 
jiiusi be rcmc]i"iberc<l ? wcretuki:u frtKU l[ic 
l\y$ c.Ljnps, no: from :he DUY camps - 

By the end of ivlny, L^-ki", more people 
had already died in rlie U.S. camps rhan 
woLihl die in tEic atomie blase at hlirthshinia. 

o June 15^5 , a cable signed tL JIisen- 
hower 17 rold Washcrt^ion uhat in was ^ur- 
gently necessary to reduce Hu; i hie n her or 



prisoners ac enrtitse opporcuincy" by dis- 
ell a rgi ng af I el asses o f p riso ners ei ur I = kely co 
be required by Allies." Ir is hard to under- 
stand wliar prLK]L]?ted [his cable. Mo reason 
for it is c violent it] the massive cable cratiic 
i_hac stirvivcs ihe period in the arJnves in 
].0»don P Washingcoii^ and Abilene, Kan- 
sas-, And Far frcun ordering Eisenhower to 
cake or hold on^o pri^OTEers, lEic Combined 
Chiefs' message of April 16 hjid urged him 
not ro t-jke i[i any more alrer V-fi L>ay, evera 
for labour. NToiiecheless more chan 2-miL- 
fion Dtl r s were mi pounded nE'ter May S. 

Ih l ri ng June > Geruiari> r ^vas partitiorteii 
into wncs t>f occLEpaElon and in July, 1 345, 
SH A tl-" was disbanded. Eisenhower, rcven- 
ing to his single role ;as VS- comEiiartdiEig 
ijeiieral in Eli rope j became ruil]ts.ir}- gover- 
nor of die U.S. /one. He continued to keep 
out tied Cross represent a cives^ and the U.S. 
Army also informed AEntriean relief reams 
ih;u the x.c?jic was closed to theEii. It was 
dnsed to all relief shiptncncs as well — imril 
[>eL:eEnber n 19^5, when a slighc rela virion 
eayxn; in no effect. 

Also starring In July, che Americans 
turned over between 6 00^)00 and 70O 3 O0O 
German cap rives to die HreEiLh lo help re- 
[^air da]n ages done ro their toitntry during 
th e w :i r. M a eu- o f the t ra ns forces were i n fi ^ r e 
U S . w n ip^: -lIljh r^d a ro u nd D iere rsh c i cu j 
tiear Mairi/, in the seer. iu ei of Cerjtian^rliai 
had jusi come under h'rtirtcih e^nirol. (Mo.st 
of che res! were in U.S. tamps in Prince.) 

O ei J al y Lt> ? a Fre nch a rniy unit too k over 
DLer^rsh^icn and seventeen days later j 
Captain J n lien arrived to assume com- 
mand, hi is report survives -is pan of aEi 
:Ermy inquiry into a dispute between J ulien 
:tntl Ins pi'edeccssor. In :hc first earsip he 
en it red, he testified ro finding muddy 
ground ""'[Kitipled wich living skeleton s n " 
sojne of whom die^l ^ he w^nclLed. Others 
h LEddlcd u nder bi ts of ea rdl k sa rd wl Lich l I Lev- 
el mehud alrhough che July day was hot. 
WtKuen lyiEig in holes in the ground stare^l 
u p at h i m w} l h I l ll nger oede m a b u lg i ng c hci r 
bellies in gro^s parody of pregEiancys old 
eiutii with Unig^rey h^i- r w^ll^Ii^:] Iiejei Ice- 
b.j Lyj; children of si\ or seven with the t.hl:- 
coon riug,s of starvation looked at him from 
lifeless eyi:s. Two GermaEi doctors in the 
"hs>spitar 7 were cry i"^ to eare for the dying 
on ihe groLiEid u Eider Ehe hoi sky^ between 
cliensnrk.H of Lhe Lent that the Americans had 
taken with them, Jy lie ri n who had fought 
against the Germans with hi* regiment p tlLe 
.lenie HegimenE de Tirailleurs Algeriens! 
loLLiit.1 hiEitself thinking !ei Siorror: "'This is 
jtisr like rhe [jhon^niph^ uf Eiuchenwald 
and Dachau." 

There were 103,500 people in the five 
tain round DLeterslieim and among! hem 
J u I ieri 2 s o f f icers a»u e i ujii 2 , 6 £ K) ^vho coli hi 



do no work These were released 

LEit mediately. In: alE, two-thirds of the pris- 
oEiers taken over by the French th^t siirrimer 
frorEi ArEicncan camps in Germany aTtd bit 
1'rante wcr-e nseles^ for reparations labour. 
In the camp at Sainte-MarEhe. til 5 of 700 
e^EpELves Vn-trc reported ro be im^blc io 
ivork. Ae Erbiseul near Mo its. IJeljjiLnn. 
accord in» to a writien comphinr^ twenry- 
fi^e per cenr ok the Eicen received by [he 
t-Y^neh u-ere £t dechets ^ or garbage - 

[n JleIv _l i sd AtEgast, as U.S. QiwrTtrmiES- 
ter Lkdejohu ^ijjEE.EHtd to Eisenlio\ver in 
due coLirse. the Army tood reserves m Eu- 
rope grew hy rliiriy -nine per cent P 

On August J L a one- sentence o^ier 
signed ^ivisetihuwer" ^ondernEied Mi pri^- 
0]iersof war srill on hantl in the U.S. camps 
to OEF sinus: "Effeccive irmneduESely all 
mt:n] hereof the tlerman forces hetttii] U-S. 
eu srod y i ei th e A u Ltr i e a n /.o ne of occu pa c ion 
in GERMANY will he considered as dis- 
nrrEietl enemy forces and nor as having Ehe 
sterns of pn^ner of war" No reason u:es 
^iveE^. Surviving weekly tallies s-uggtst Ehe 
dual diawifieaiion w L as preserved, but> tor 
the POWs now behtij treated as DEFs > the 
death rate quadrupled w ithin a few weeks, 
froEEt .1 per cent per week to _S per cenE. 

[.EJEtgiime DE Es v/cmrd vingat rKrarly five 
ri me* rbac riiie. T he off ic i al " " Weefc I y ] J W 
DE] r Reporf" tor the iveek ending Septem- 
ber ^ . i ^4 5, sci?l e^i^t^ ete the U.S. NaEional 
Arel l i v es i n Wash i ngtOEi . E e *h< >wr^ si aggre- 
^:Ete of i,C).S<i,4S2 prisoners beiit^ held bv 
the U-S- Army m the European theotre, e*i" 
whom ;*bout euyj-e birds are identified as 
POWs- The other third - ;i6_> ? 3S7 men - 
;zre DEFs. DuridLi that one ivect. l.i,fl.> L oj 
tht-ciE died. 

Ju N r o member, 1945. General Ei.s.en- 
hower snteeetled George \tarshall as U-S- 
Armj"<^iief ofsrall aitdFtiLiriied Eothe U.S. 
In January* 1 94<y h ch^ir.EEEip^SEElEhelds^iiil- 
icanc number of captives but the U.S. had 
wound down its pn-^oner holdiitb^s almost 
to ^ero by che end of 1946. The French 
continued holtltEig hundreds at thousands 
through 1946^ bm ^uluallv reduced ttu- 
EiLJEiiber to nothing, bv ^ bom l^ J l^- DLEr:ng 
rhc^ I9.>i>i, most non- record materLii reli.Et- 
3ISR to the I ; -^>- prisoEi c^.mps d«t roved 
by the Army; 

EEseuhov^er i-itd deplored tht Gtnn.Eiis > 
useless deftiiee of the Retch in ^he htsr 
months of the war because of the waste of 
life. At least ten times ^itumy Germans - 
urtdoEibcedfy SOOXUlth jtm^S Certaiill) 
more x h-E ee 9<H} T 0(JO> aitd quire prybidiLy 
over I -million — died in the Frcncrfi and 
American eamps ^ were kilEed in all the 
eoEiikit on che Wcstt-rBi IVoEii in Eiorthu-esE 
EtLrOp« froin America^ entry intu ibe w;tr 
in 1^41 through eo April, I94> — - 
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